
Reminder - Innovative Energy Management Workshop for Water and Wastewater 
Treatment Utilities – Kansas City, July 22, 2008 
 
The U.S. EPA is holding a one-day workshop to help water and wastewater utilities in the region 
assess their current energy management programs and make improvements. The program will 
teach participants how to set measurable energy goals, manage energy issues to reduce 
consumption, and implement plans to meet further energy reduction goals. This workshop will be 
held on Tuesday, July 22, 2008 (8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.) in at the EPA Caves 8600 NE 
Underground Drive, Pillar 253, Door 32, in Kansas City, Missouri. (Yes, there are caves that are a 
part of the Hunt Midwest Industrial Park.)  
 
The workshop is designed to provide energy management concepts, tools, and techniques to 
help move water and wastewater utilities towards energy efficient operations.  The objectives of 
the workshop include the following: 
1) Meet and learn from peers about their efforts to improve energy management using a Plan-Do-
Check-Act approach  
2) Learn how the steps and tools in the “Energy Management Guide” can be applied to 
challenges utilities are facing  
3) Become familiar with EPA and State tools and resources to support energy improvements  
4) Take information, experiences, tools and resources and turn into actions to improve energy 
management  
5) Gain interest from utilities in follow-up assistance from EPA and states after the workshop, 
consistent with overall project goals in the “Energy Management Guidebook” and overall project 
goals.  
 
There is no registration fee for the workshop but there is a $10.00 lunch fee, payable in cash 
during check-in. 
 
For registration and other information, see their website at 
http://www.epa.gov/region07/news_events/events/energy_management_workshop.htm.  If you 
have questions, please contact Kerry Herndon, EPA Region 7’s Sustainable Infrastructure 
Coordinator, at 913/551-7286 or via e-mail at Herndon.kerry@epa.gov.  The Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources is a co-sponsor of this workshop.  As of June 17th, they had 28 people 
registered for the workshop, so get your registration in soon. 
 

 
Public Hearing Set to Discuss Changes to Chapter 61.2(2)“h” (Regional Permit 7) 
 
The  Department  is  hosting  a  public  meeting  to  discuss  the  changes  to  Chapter  61.2(2)“h” 
regarding  the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  (Corps)  revised Regional Permit 7.  The Corps  re‐
issues  these permits every 5  years.  A public hearing will be held at  the Wallace  State Office 
Building,  502  E.  9th  Street, Des Moines,  IA on August  19,  2008  at  1  PM  in  the  5th  Floor  East 
Conference Room.   
 
Regional Permit 7 (RP 7) authorizes fill material placed in waters of the United States for bridge 
or road crossings.  RP 7 was initially issued in 1979 and has been re‐issued in 1985, 1989, 1995, 
1999, and 2002.  This permit is used for Iowa Department of Transportation (IDOT) as well as for 
Iowa County and City Engineers’ bridge or  road crossing projects.  Since  this permit has been 
granted Section 401 Water Quality Certification  in the past, the only change to Chapter 61 will 
be the effective date of the rule change. 



 
The  Corps  issued  a  public  notice  for  the  re‐issuance  of  RP  7  with  some  modifications  on 
February 4, 2008 and  it expired on March 4, 2008.  The Corps received no comments from the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, or from the public.  Several 
Indian Tribes provided comments stating they had no objections to the re‐issuance of this RP, 
but  requested  that  the Corps  condition  the RP  so  that  construction authorized under  this RP 
immediately  stop  if  any  items  falling  under  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and 
Repatriation Act  are discovered.   If  such  items  are  discovered,  the  Tribes will be  notified  for 
further consultation.   
 
RP 7 was  revised  to be not only easier  to understand but also  contain more of  the  standard 
conditions that would be found  in an  individual permit for a bridge or road crossing project to 
protect  the aquatic environment  (e.g.,  the  type of material  that  can be used as a  temporary 
crossing,  that wetland mitigation must be provided  for any project  impacting more  than 0.10 
acre of wetland, etc.)  The revised RP 7 will allow the placement of 1,000 cubic yards of material 
to be “placed below the plane of ordinary high water or in wetland areas”.  The former RP 7 only 
allowed 500 cubic yards.   
 
Comments  regarding  the certification of Regional Permit 7 must be  sent  to Chris Schwake by 
August  19,  2008.   To  view  the  February  4,  2008  Public  Notice  the  Corps  issued  for  the  re‐
issuance of Regional Permit 7, please go to: 
http://iowadnr.com/water/section401/rule_changes.html or contact Chris Schwake at 515‐281‐
6615, 502 E. 9th Street, Des Moines, IA  50319‐0034, or at Christine.schwake@dnr.iowa.gov.   
 
 


